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The unlon of Turkish l{orkers and the committee for Defence of
Democratlc Rlshts ln Turkey cordlally lnvlte al1 TUC delegates and
vlsitors to a hear a report of the three-Person delegatlon froıt
NALGO ııho recently vlslted Turkish trade unlons ln Istanbul , other
speakers and a vldeo shorılng on the theme:

TRADE UNIONS IN TURKEY
WEDNE§DAY, 7th SEPTEMBER

The Lucullus Room
THE PAVILION

}iestover Road,Bournmouth
|2 4 5 to 1 45pm

ş's"'%.
3 rosııv "ı$ anşlvl §

"--,.,§
Chair: Cllr. Peter Spalding

(President, Greater London Association of Trades CounciIs)
}lembers of the NALGO Delesation to Istanbul -invited

Max Hlrons, General Secretary of CDDRT
Ali Hikmet, ünion of Turkish }iorkers

Light Refreshüıentg and bar AJhl 66{^h fBaö

Video - TURKEY; TRADE UNIONS FIGHT FOR FREEDOI,'

x**..i-**:i***x******* ı-** * x * x** **f *s.*xx f * ** * * * * * * * * x x *:* * *** *i( ********x*

In Turkey today, the trşde unlons, dlsplte represslve actlons by
the reglne and harsh antl-trsde union laııs are conductlng a growing
struggle for freedom and democracy. The trade unlons, ıırainly
grouped around TIJRK-I5 (Turklsh Confederatlon of Trade Unions) are
defndlng the prlnclpal of a single-centre, unlted trade unİon
movement actlvely confrontlng the anti-democratlc regime,

Today, as the recent NALGO delesatlon to Istanbul found, Turklsh
trade unionists at all 1eve].3 are anxlous to establlsh c].osefraternal relations wlth the Brltlsh trade union moveınent and shaıre
experienceg ln the struggle agalnst state attenpts to destroyeffective trade unionl sm.

Come to the CDDRT reception/fringe meeting on i{ednesday and ftndout more. Questions and discussion in an informal atmosphere.

**xxxx* x**** ****xx*xx* **ı(***********xx******************** * *** **x**

'ra

e A?b

6
rcıe

TÜSTAV 

TÜRKİ
YE S

OSYAL 
TARİ

H A
RAŞ

TIR
MA V

AKFI



ü}çl!|

.Ra$,\o

The Coınminee for Defence of Demo-
cratic Rights in Turkey was founded in
1978 by Tuıkish community and political
organisations in Bıitain along wiü
people and organisations in üe British
labour and progressive movements. The
original aim of the CDDRT was to
campaign against the growing restric-
tions on democratic rights in Turkey.

After the l2th September l980 coup.
which brought a junta of generals to
power and an even higher level of
repression, the CDDRT's work ex-
panded. More individuals and organisa-
tions joined. The CDDRT organised
demonstrations, marches, petitions, mee-
tings and international conferences to
help publicise the situation in Turkey
and raise solidarity with üe many
thousands of political prisoners and
refugees.

In Iaıe l983 fresh develoomenıs in
Turkey opened up new possiÜiliı.ies for
solidarity. The fascistjunta gave way to
the anti-democratic civilian regime of
Turgut Ozal. A process ofdisintegration
of the regime began as the struggle for

FıGılTıxG ron DCiloCR^CY
democracy' rnsıde Turkey began once
again to rise.

The forces of democracy inside
Turkey today are becoming increasingly
active in üe trade union movement -

TurtJs (Tuıkish C onfederation ofTrade
unions)- , stud€nt organisations and
many oüer new bodies.

While continuing to suppon in any
way ıve caD the thousands of potitical
activists still on trial and providing
solidaıity with the estimated 15,000-
20,000 political prisoners, the CDDRT
is now working to establish contact
b€twe€n the democratic foıces -pani-
culary the trade union movement inside
Turkey and thet equivalents in Britain
and other countries.

governed by an annual congress at which
every affiliated organisation and indi-
vidual can fully participate.

The CDDRT produces TurteyNews-
,leıfer, an internal newssh€et for mem-
bersl CDDR TNewş briefing papers and
other materials.

The CDDRT on its own and in
cooperation with others, organises mee-
tings, conferences, rallies,. frlm shows
and oüer practical activities.

soılDAı!İYffiDtD
Turkey is a member of NATO with a
700,000 strong army and a prospective
member of the EEC. At the same time it
has the mosı repressive regime in
Westem Europe.

The resurgenı democratic forces
inside Turkey need support and soli-
darity; this is the task of the CDDRT. To
do this effectively we need more
affiliates/members. If you are not
already. we urge you to considerjoining
our committee as the ınost effecıive way
of showing your support for the poples
of Tuıkey.

wılAT ıs lılİ CDDRİ
The CDDRT today has groups and

sister organisations in the USA, west
Germany, France, Switzerland and Ire-
land. In addition there are close |inks
with Turkish solidariry organisations in
Grcece and Scandinavia.

The CDDRT is a democratic body

Affiliate to the CDDRT
Annual alliliation fees are: national organisılion f25,
local organisation fl0, individual f6.

To lhe commiltee for Defence of Democralic
Righıs in Turkey.
I/we* wish ıo efliıiıı€ ıo the CDDRT and enclose
a cheque,/PO for f

Rcturn to th. CDDRT, t4 Bılls Pond Rmd, Loadon
Nl 4AJ, Tcl: 01-254 03t7.

Subscribe to TğRKEY
xEwltı.İTıEı

Rcttİn to thc CDDR,T, t4 Bılk Pmd Ro4 Loodoı
NıılAJ.

Sıüsc_rlpüon lo comncıEa on

suö!..ipıion rıı...re:
Bİiı.in & ır!l.t!d l-ı.Olıp.
tjı.op. & Mı|e.{ la,009.
R.rıoİwo.H....l?.0o9ı

Address.

Name .... ....

ı|: ]
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. ilıııi;;şijt'isiiıü*ıi*;ıJıüı
crrErd ef.tbar ui d! 6d,.1 ,.dö.rr*
rt Gnçdcodtd D! 

'ald.,1t. 
Pİenirr

a.h [ ür1.i *:!l .r!t! a! ı.5r fğİiıltğ:ı}ba
llsF.dhL 6. ü. at, h ü, r+.İ ğ ü,cDDnT _

? k J&ıofudü eD*t.t &.!iil^

Daıe of Afiiliation . .. ...
'ıLkı. ı. İrrlkıbk_ |.cld.. jö§ir.i6 ıo frıııY ınıİrE

l wish to subscribe lo Tuıkcy Ncı,slclıcı Ioı one
year and enclosc a cheqııe/PO for f,

Bul nlc§ Fı it§ı.:
5c - f5.00. ı00 _ fı.sa
ı00 - fı5.50. aoc _ fıı.
An iiclı§ir.. of ,o§ı.gç.
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In Turkey today the living and working conditions of workers
are unbelievable. Even the regime's statisticians cannot
bridg€ ıhe gap beıween the cost of ıiving and the average
workers' wage. For eıample, in 1987 the Turkish peao-
chemicalworkers' union Petrol-Is carried out a survey which
showed ahat the monthly expenditure for a family of two
parents and two children (ıhe average Turkish family) was as
foüows:
Food: Ll20, Rent of a üanty town dwelling (gecekoııdu):
Llü). Tlıesc figuıcs do not irrclüıd€ transporı clotİıes etc.
While üe above expcndituıe comes to L220, thc averagc

wage for a petıo-chcmical woıker with 20 years' scrvice was
L7i At the saınc tiınc the lcgd minimum wage which is all
üat millions of wortcrs ıcceive was only L28.
Since the 1980 coup reı| wagcs have fallen by aı leası 60%.
Child labour is rife wiü many l0-13 year olds working in
fıctories and sweatshop§ ıs "ıpprentices". Tlıcy have no
trade union or social sccuri§ rights. Th€rc aıe some 4-5
million childrcn betwcen tlre ag€s of 9 and 14 in full-timc
work according to Turkiü Ministry of lıbouı figures in
ı9t7.
Tuıtcy hıs so mıny indıısıriıl accidents bccause of poor
wo*ing conditiıxs ıDd ıh Fsssuıe !o carn enough to eaı
thıt iı hıs bccn dcscribcd ıs ı form of "class gcnocidc". On
ıvcrıgc 4 worters dic eıch dıy in industrial accidents and 9
ıİ€ pcrmın€ntly disıbİ.d ınd thesc figures only ıeflect the
minority of rvoıtcrs vto ııc insured
ln ıdditiın to ıppılling üving standırds, ıyoıken are also
fıccd with ı wholc bıncry of ınti-democrıtic lıws. Tlıcsc
outlıw "politicd Fıtic,s b.scd oo clı§s", sympıthy and
gcncnl strikeş "politicd ıctivity u sııemeıts" by any trıdc
unkın, mcmbcrüip of ıny political pırÇ by tradc union
ofEcids, stritcs in ı wile vııicty of iıdugics of nıtkınd
importıncc iıcIııdiıg bııts, schools, sectiııs of thc p9tno-
lcum irıdusıry, dcfcnce indusırics, civil scrvınts (yhich

inclııdc mıoud çortcrs in mıny nıtkndiscd indu§trics). Aı
ihc sımc tiııc üc rcgine hıs ryociıl "ınti strilc" pın-
milit İy policc uıit§ (wüo ımongst ıtciİ powcrs hıvc ıtc
rigtt to yidco ıll regotiıtiııns bctwccıı cmploycrs ınd
wortcrs). Alrc, worters wiıhing tojııin ı nıdc union havc to
sign ı documcnt ınd pıy the equivılcnl ofı wccks wıgcs to a
pıbüc notıry. To bc ıccogıiıcd, ı ımio hıs io or8ınisc ıt
lcıi 1096 of öc şoıtcrs iı ıı induoid gıot and 5l% in
cıch wortplrı. Thc tıbou Miniılry &tcıniocs wlıcıhcr ı
unln hıs nci ü.cG cuitinı
DGqiı. ü. coodilİn§ oıdiıcd ıbovc, plı§ üG conİınt
ıncsıs ınd hıınssncats of tndc ıınioo ıctivi!ıs, todıy öc
trıdc uniıos ııc şcııtcrding üc figtı for dcmocrıcy in
Tıııtcy.
ln Tıııtcy ıodıy ıhcrc ııc tLtc frııcrooing tndc ııobn
ccıt s plıs ı bııdfrıl of iıdıpcndcıı Eıdc unin§ rcı
ıffiliıtcd o ıny ccntrc. Ofü. tııdc unioo cantrc§ ooly ooc i§
of ıny inportıre ııd üıt is Tııt-Iı wiü ncırly 2 nillkn
mcmbcn ııd gıo*iıg. Tba oüaı canEcs ııt thc snıdl pıo-
Islıoic (hı hıviıg rcnc gid dcmoçnıic tcodcocics) Hık-
Is ııd üc cvco snılcr fıaiıı cGotr,. MilX (bıc}cd by sonc
cmploycn ınd ckno ı iı ic lffiy of l,ıboıır).
ü ro indıpcodcıt trıd. ı*ıs üc üoc importını is üG

Fogrlssivc mtıl şgt€rs u*n, oımıit-Iı
Tııt_Is is ıhc old.€İ .nd ıırscJı tıdc ııobo ccntıc in Tuıtay
bıving bıcn foutrdcd in l94t ıı thc bcginniıg of Turtcy's
indusııiüsııiııo. In l96t İ sit ırod.r thc impıcı of thc
gıowing ccomııic ınd poliıicd criıis in Tuıtcy ınd thc mat
rıdicd trıdc unins fcmcd D§K (Rcvolııtinııy Coofcdcrı-
tion of Trıdc Unitn§) wtict şG.ıtcıd.d öc qic clıss
sırugglc§ in Tuıtcy in fu l9?ü.
Following ıhc l9t0 coıp D§K wıs bnıo§ cnııhcd by üc

junıı whilc Tıııt-ls wıs allıowed to cootiaıE furctlniıg in ı
limiç{ şly. Howevcr, eşcciılly ıftGr l9t3 formcr DI!]l(
mcmbcn bcgın to fod inıo Tuıt-Is. Thi§ n .nt th.t in§ı..d
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of ıhG morc activc arıd advanccd wortcrs bcing isolııcd from
üc grcıı mıixity in a scpıraı. tradc union c€.t!c, for ıİrc fiİst
üme a bısis for a unitcd, gcnuiııc, froc ınd activc trıde union
movcmcnı 8roupcd amurd Turt-I§ hıd cnıcrgcd.
Today Turk-ls has cmbırtcd on a ıoıd of strugglc againsı
üe anti-dcmocrıtic ıcgimc in Turtcy ınd ıhc employcıs -thc
real sponsoıs of lhc posı- l980 reign of tcrror ınd repession.
Begınning in 1986 with a pfot st rally by ovcr l00,0(X)

workers in lzmir, Turk-Is hıs organiscd a "Brcıd and
Freedom" campaign of massivc protcsıs and graduatcd strite
actions leadin8 up to a generıl strike for tradc union frccdom
and dcmocracy. The "ultimatum" to tlı€ regime was
delivercd in March l9t6 when nearly rwo million workers
staged a simultaneous lunch-timc food boycott and prctest
meetings.
A scriİs of massive and largely successful strikes which often

brokc the rcgime's lıbour laws in 1987 and early 1988. Thesc
includcd the epic Nctas telecommunications factory striie
which lasted from 1986 until February 1987 and which
succecded largely thanks to solidarity from workers, villagers
and intellectuals throughout Turtey plus support from tlı€
international trade union movement psnicuıary from Britain.
This ıvas followed by many sEiies including 9,000 petro
chemical workers, 4,0(X) Istanbul leather workers and shop
workers.
ofparticular note in the curİent wave of strikes and protcsts

is tha high invoıvemenı of previousıy "backward" groups of
workers and the massive participaüon of working women
who have dominated many actions.
1987 saw thc laıgest strike wave in Tuıkey since lhe

revolutionary crisis of the late l970s with over 29764
worken going on strike.
Whi]e tlıc strccts resound to thc populır workers' slogans of

"workers hand in hand towaıds a general strüe" and "üe
working class is grcaı - noüing is gıeatcı" an intensive
campıign procccds to dfaw the most Progressive ofthe non-
affiliıted trıde unions inlo Turk-Is.
Ttıe regime hıs faitcd ıo give any rcal concessions to the

gıowing wortcn movcment citheı ecooomically or political__-

Iy. tn rc-sgoıısc to thc rcgimc's l^ıbour Minislcr who sıid:"If
thc worİcn ıcl itlc8ılly l cınıot savc thcm". Tuık-Is
Prcsidcnt Scvkct Yilrnız rcpli*"All lıboın unions uıill bc
froc-.. Whcücr you wını it or not it will happcn."
"Ttc govcmnİnt is kccflng its hostile .ttitrıdc ıgainst

wortcrs el6oııgh wc hıvc *,arncd tlıem oftcn in ıiıc po§L It

mu§l bc known that we will not lcıvc lbc counEy in th€ hırıds
of ı fcw cıpitılists. Evcrybody must bc awarc ofthe fact that
if Tu.kish worters stop woıting, life stops..."
Thc CDDRT bclicvcj thc radc union struggle fundımental
to th€ strug8ıc for a rcal dcmocrıcy in Turkey. A
considcrablCpırt of thc committcc's wort is raising moral
and matcrial support in Britıin and Europe for all ıvorkcrs'
sııugglcs in Tutey. In addition tlrc CDDRT cncourages and
assiİĞ trıde union'bodies abmıd in establiSing conıact at all
levels with tlrc functkıning tradc unions inside Turkey.
The CDDRT supporu tirc principle of all Turkey's workers

organising withi-n Tuık-ls ıs the unitc{ democratic and
indcpcndcnı Fade union ccntst. 
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